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AM Sunday School  
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9:45 AM 
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven E. Harold 7100 Granville Avenue, Richmond, BC  V6Y 1N8 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Wayne Zhang Phone: 604-278-5766     Website: tlc-lcc.ca 
President: Mr. Allen Schellenberg Email:  tlcoffice@telus.net  
Organists:  Mrs . Kristen Rowley  Pianists: Mrs. Susan Tu 
                    Mrs. Marlene Wallis  Mr. Morten Yu 

. SERMON OUTLINE MAY 1, 2016.. 

Facing God’s “NO” 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

INTRODUCTION: “How do you face God’s “No”?  

I.  ST.  PAUL  WAS  FACING  GOD’S  “NO”  (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 

A. Paul had what he called “a thorn in the flesh” 

B. He pleaded with God to take it away 

C. God said – “no” 

D. Remember that this is St. Paul – the greatest apostle  

II.  AFTER  GOD  SAID  “NO”  TO  PAUL, 
HE  SAID  –  “INSTEAD” 

A. When God says “no” to you, look for His “instead” 

B. Consider God’s “instead” to 
1. Moses 
2. King David 
3. The Old Testament Saints (Hebrews 11) 

C. God’s instead: “He’ll never close a door, without opening a window” 

D. But God’s “instead” just may be a bigger door than you could have 
imagined 

III.  GOD’S  “INSTEAD”   
IS  HIS  GRACE  &  HIS  POWER  (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

A. Grace is what God does for us without our earning it and without 
us asking for it 

B. God’s “instead Grace” gives us what we really need, not just what 
we want . . .  

C. His “instead Grace” gives us His power in the midst of our 
weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 

D. His “instead” replaces His “no” 

(please turn page) 
CONCLUSION:  His power in our weakness . . . His “instead grace”: 

 1. A dying church member 

 2. St. Paul still with his “thorn” – the greatest Apostle 

 3. A wheelchair-bound preacher 

 4. The invalid composer of “Just As I Am” 

 


All ladies are invited to the Spring Rally this Saturday, May 7th (Registration at 

9:30am, lunch included).  The Guest Speaker is Val Lowther who will speak on 

Encouragement.  More details to come. 


Please mark your calendars for Saturday, May 14th at 8:30am when we will give the 

church building a good cleaning.  All are welcome to help.  We would like double the 

number of volunteers this year so that many hands make light work.  See Ian 

MacDonald or Leslie Walker.  Lunch will be provided by the Parish Fellowship. 

 
During the Spring Cleanup some items will be removed from the church.  If you 

“own” any of these items, please collect prior to the clean up. 

• Box of misc. dishes on kitchen counter.  If not claimed will be given to charity. 

• Items in pantry freezer.  If not properly labelled will be discarded. 

• White and yellow painted wooden children chairs in choir loft may be discarded.  

If you would like chair(s) please contact Ewald Wuschke. 


A short congregational meeting will take place in the Fellowship Hall following the 

morning worship service on May 29.  This meeting will serve two purposes: 


 Voters will discuss and vote on a motion to institute a new position on the Board of 

Directors called the Multi-Fellowship Representative.  This will be a voting 

position reporting on the activities between our different language fellowships. 


 As no elections were held last year, all positions on the Board of Directors are open for 

nomination and election this year. Nominations from Voting Members for Officers 

and Members of the Board of Directors will be accepted until Tuesday May 17.   

A list of candidates will then be published of those who accept nomination.  Please forward 

names of nominees to Stephen Gettle, who can also answer questions about the process.   

   President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 

Secretary, Multi-Fellowship Representative, Christian Education, Evangelism, 

Parish Fellowship, Public Relations, Stewardship, and Properties. 


Canadian Lutheran World Relief is seeking donations of kits, quilts, blankets etc 

that have been prepared according to their instructions.   Donations will be shipped 

to support health care and children’s education in Nicaragua through Lutheran 

Church – Canada and Iglesia Luterano Sinodo de Nicaragua missions.   

Donations may be dropped off in Abbotsford after April 6 at MCC, #201 – 33933 

Gladys Avenue from 8:30am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday.    

Volunteers are needed throughout the day on May 9 & 10 to sort, pack and load the 

shipping container.  For further information, contact CLWR at 1-800-661-2597  

or email wecare@clwr.mb.ca .  


As part of the contents of the CLWR BC Baling Days container being assembled 

on May 9 & 10, Reg Zotzman is sending 35 laptops for the Children Education 

program in Nicaragua.  With this shipment he would also like to include a small 

number of tools in good condition and quality, including pliers, side cutters, pipe 

wrenches, screw drivers, socket sets, electric drill and saw, and so on. Also garden 

hoes and shovels (with no handles). 
   
Tools will be used at the Mission Centre for various projects including growing 

vegetable and fruit crops. 


In February to beginning of March, two members of Trinity took trips to Nicaragua 

as part of Lutheran Church – Canada’s Mission and Outreach programs.  Sean did 

electrical wiring for a church in the town of Telicia so church programs can run 

throughout the day and evening.  He also did electrical repair work at two other 

churches.  Reg provided support for a Children’s Computer Program by updating 

existing computers and providing Ubuntu operating systems.  He also trained a 

local 3-person Computer Team for 5 days and did a half-day workshop open to the 

public.  In addition, 3 days of Computer Training for Deaconesses was done, and a 

demonstration session was held at the local Lutheran Laymen’s League offices.   

If you desire more information about any of these programs, please contact  

Reg Zotzman. 


If you are an English speaker who can read Chinese and wishes to improve your 

spoken Mandarin, I am a Mandarin speaker who can read English but would like to 

improve my spoken English.  Let us help each other learn the other language.  

Please contact Amelia at ameliaft@gmail.com . 


