
 

– Sunday, February 14 at the 11am 

Worship Service!   Isaac the Clown (aka Pastor Harold) will lead the entire 

service in a dramatic interpretation of the liturgy, from Invocation to Benediction.   

It has been over six years since Isaac was here on a Sunday morning (Reformation 

Day 2009).  Be sure to mark your calendar & come to “hear” his message.  Invite 

your friends & family. 

– Begins Sunday, February 14.   

As in past years, we will be filling baby bottles with spare change, bills or cheques 

for the Crisis Pregnancy Centre of Vancouver and Richmond.  This Christian 

organization provides free and confidential counselling and support services to 

those in crisis with an unplanned pregnancy.  They provide “life” options instead of 

“abortion” referrals.  Please pick up your baby bottle on Feb 14th, fill it up, and 

return by Sunday, Feb 28th.  The Crisis Pregnancy Centre will count the change in 

each bottle and provide tax receipts for all donations over $10. 
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven E. Harold 7100 Granville Avenue, Richmond, BC  V6Y 1N8 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Wayne Zhang Phone: 604-278-5766     Website: tlc-lcc.ca 
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. SERMON OUTLINE JANUARY 31, 2016.. 

“The Problem with Enthusiasm” 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

INTRODUCTION:   

A common saying – “What we need is more enthusiasm!” 

I.  “ENTHUSIASM”  IN  OUR  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  GOD 

IS  NOT  ALWAYS  GOOD 

A. “Enthusiasm” is a negative thing as seen in our Lutheran 

theological textbook: The Book of Concord (1530 AD) 

B. Enthusiasm is a spiritual illness that puts our trust in  

my feelings, my faith & my deeds and not in God. 

C. We all are guilty of being “closet enthusiasts”  

& this has been true since Adam & Eve. 

II.  JEREMIAH  WAS  ALSO  CAUGHT  UP  IN   

THIS  SELF-CENTERED  “ENTHUSIASM” 

A. When Jeremiah was called by God to be His prophet,  

THREE times he tried to give an “enthusiastic” self-centered 

excuse:  “I said… I don’t know how… I am only a youth”  

(Jeremiah 1:6) 

B. But in Jeremiah 1:4-10,  

there are 18 references to the LORD & His Word 

C. God replaces Jeremiah’s subjective, self-centered “I-enthusiasm” 

with the objective promise of His Word & promise  

(Note also Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 

(please turn page) 

III.  OUR  LOVING  GOD  DECLARES  TO  JEREMIAH  &   

TO  US  THAT  HE  IS  THE  BASIS  FOR  OUR  HOPE,   

NOT  THE  SLIPPERY  SLOPE  OF  “ME,  MYSELF  &  I” 

A. God assures Jeremiah of His trustworthiness by addressing 

Jeremiah’s senses of hearing, sight & touch  (Jeremiah 1:9) 

B. John speaks of this same “multi-media” assurance in the person of 

Jesus (1 John 1:1-2)… this is good news! 

C. God does the same for us as He assures us as we hear His Word, 

see the wonders of water, bread & wine in Baptism & Communion 

and as our lips touch the body & blood of Jesus in the bread and 

wine…  this is good news! 

D. God makes the first move to us & will not even let our sinful 

“enthusiasm” prevent Him from loving us (Romans 5:6; Luke 15:20)… 

this is good news! 

E. He calls us as He called Jeremiah to be His spokemen & 

spokeswomen of good news 

CONCLUSION:  The middle verse in the entire Bible…  
 a wonderful verse (Psalm 118:8) 

 

 


Lent is a forty day time of preparation for Easter. Every Wednesday, you are 

invited to join us for Worship Service at 7:00 pm.  The first service is Ash 

Wednesday, when we will have a traditional "imposition of ashes". The next five 

Wednesdays will be Lenten Services of prayer and worship to prepare for Holy 

Week and the death (on Good Friday) and resurrection (on Easter Sunday) of Jesus. 

 The forty-day time period of Lent reminds us of the forty-days Jesus spent in the 

desert fasting and praying, refusing the temptations of Satan in order to take the 

path to the cross in obedience to God for our sake (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; 

Luke 4:1-13).  Jesus came to be a substitute for us... defeating Satan for us and 

setting us free from sin, death and Satan's power. 

– Wednesday, February 10 at 7:00pm. 

 This is a solemn/somber worship service.  On Ash Wednesday, ashes are used to 

place the sign of the cross on the foreheads of worshippers. This is a reminder of 

our mortality. It is also a reminder that this is a season of repentance, for us to turn 

away from sin and be faithful to the Good News. Since Biblical times, dusting 

oneself with ashes expressed how sorry one is for their sins and faults. 

– Every Wednesday at 7:00pm from 

February 17 to March 16  (5 Wednesdays). 

 These are short 30-minute services to remind us and to reflect on  

the cost Jesus paid in order to set us free from the penalty of our sin.   

Everyone is encouraged to come and participate in these special services. 

– During Lent, the Bible Study 

will begin at 7:30pm on Wednesdays after the Ash Wednesday and Lenten Services. 

– The Trinity Ladies invite all 

ladies to a night of fellowship and dinner, Tuesday, February 9th at 6:30pm.   

Come and enjoy! 

– The CLMS’s Board of 

Directors is meeting Jan 28 to 31 in Saskatoon to review 2015 projects and set 

goals and new projects for 2016.  CLMS requests your prayers of support for these 

meetings.  Sunday will also include short presentations by CLMS at Saskatoon-area 

churches.   For more information contact myself.  Reg Zotzman. 

(More Announcements on next page.) 


