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The Cheerful Giver 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 
6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one 

must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 

things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  

9 As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

  his righteousness endures forever.”  (Psalm 112:9a) 

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way for all your 

generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.  
12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs  

of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.  
13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of 

your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of 

Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all 

others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the 

surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 

inexpressible gift! 
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. SERMON OUTLINE FOR OCTOBER 19, 2014.. 

 “Giving with a Cheerful Heart” 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

INTRODUCTION:  “Planting grass seeds generously . . .”  

 I.   GIVING  ORIGINATES  WITH  GOD 

A. He has showered His grace upon us in abundance 
(2 Corinthians 9:8-10) 

B. Luther’s explanation of the 1st article of the Apostles’ Creed  
says it so well 

II. CHARACTERISTICS  OF  CHRISTIAN  GIVING 

A. A thankful & trusting heart is used by God to accomplish great 
things 

1. L. Kraft of Kraft Cheese Corporation & his 25% 

2. Zacchaeus the tax collector & his changed heart (Luke 19) 

B. KEY POINT:  The love of Jesus changes our hearts & empowers 

us to be “givers” and not just “takers” (2 Corinthians 9 & Luke 19) 

C. Never under compulsion, but with thankful cheerfulness 

1. Such giving also clearly applies to marriage 

2. Reluctant giving reveals a plumbing problem in our lives 
(“plugged up pipes”) 

D. ONLY  Jesus’ self-giving sacrifice forgives our sins & changes our 
hearts 

III. GREAT  RESULTS  OF  GIVING 

A. Generosity brings blessings to many 

B. “What goes around, comes around” says St. Paul (2 Corinthians 9:12-13) 

CONCLUSION:   
“A huge medical bill ‘paid for’ with a glass of milk . . .” 
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