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“Holy Happiness” 
John 20:19-31 

INTRODUCTION:  “Cross or crucifix?” 

 I.   THE  BIBLE  SPEAKS  OF  A  HOLY  HAPPINESS 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  JESUS’  CRUCIFIXION   

A. In all of the resurrection accounts, there is a similar pattern 

B. Fear (and sorrow due to Jesus’ death)  

Joy (when meeting the risen Jesus) 

Faith (a confession of who Jesus really is) 

Witness (the person is asked by Jesus to “spread the news!”) 

C. This is true of today’s Gospel account in John 20:19-21 with 

Thomas & the other disciples.  

II. WHEN  THOMAS  &  THE  OTHER  DISCIPLES  SAW  JESUS’ 

CRUCIFIXION  WOUNDS,  THEY  HAD  HOLY  HAPPINESS 

A. We might expect Jesus’ crucifixion wounds would bring them 

shame or bitter memories 

B. But St. John tells us they had a holy happiness 

C. This is because Jesus’ crucifixion wounds showed His love for them 

D. Martin Luther’s exclamation at the foot of a large crucifix:  “For me!  For me!” 

E. This is also the testimony of many Bible texts:  1 Corinthians 1:23-25; 2:2 

F. This is the testimony of a Pastor named Norman when He stood on 

Mt. Calvary . . .  

CONCLUSION:   

The hymn writer Isaac Watt’s holy happiness in his great hymn: 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 


 

– To everyone who helped make this year’s Resurrection Egg 

Hunt a huge success!  We were able to share the saving message of Easter with over 

130 people!      The Board of Education 

–  

Organ Concert with Ed Norman, Sunday April 27, 3:00 pm. Please join us for 

this musical celebration of Eastertide. Music for organ including works by J. S. 

Bach, Handel, John Burge, Petr Eben, Flor Peeters and Henri Mulet... plus a little 

jazz! This is a fund raising event for the upcoming IVCF/IFES outreach visit to 

Israel. Organist Edward Norman will perform on the new Allen Digital organ. 

Admission $15. $10 Seniors, children and students. Coffee will be served 

afterwards. 

 Italian Baroque Concert, Sunday June 1, 3:00 pm. An international group of five 

early music specialists, led by Dutch violinist Arthur Neele, will present an 

afternoon of virtuosic Italian baroque music by Giovanni Battista Buonamente, 

Dario Castello, Biagio Marini, Salamone Rossi and Marco Uccellini on 1 June at 

1500 at Bethlehem Lutheran Church (320 15 Ave E, Vancouver). Tickets at the 

door are $25 for adults, $10 for children under 12. Coffee will be served afterwards. 

  

TODAY Worship Service (in Mandarin language) 

Afternoon Sunday School (in English) 

3:00 PM 

3:00 PM 

TUESDAY Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

Board of Directors Meeting 

7:00 AM 

7:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY Ladies’ Bible Study 

TGIW Bible Study  

10:00 AM 

7:00 PM 

THURSDAY Infant and Toddler Drop-In 

In Christ Practice 

9:30 AM 

7:30 PM 

SATURDAY Family Confirmation  9:00 AM. 

SUNDAY 

 

Sunday School, Adult & ESL Bible Classes 

WORSHIP SERVICE with Communion (in English)   

Worship Service (in Mandarin) 

Afternoon Sunday School (in English) 

9:30 AM 

11:00 AM 

3:00 PM 

3:00 PM 

 


