
 

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY  

TODAY Courtyard Gardens & Gilmore Gardens 

Worship Service (in Mandarin language) 

Afternoon Sunday School (in English) 

2 & 3 PM 

 3:00 PM 

3:00 PM 

TUESDAY Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

Board of Directors Meeting (1 week earlier than normal)  

7:00 AM 

7:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY Ladies Bible Study 

TGIW Bible Study 

10:00 AM 

7:00 PM 

THURSDAY Drop-In for Parents & Toddlers 

In Christ Practice 

9:30 AM 

7:00 PM 

FRIDAY  “Young Adult” Fellowship 

Youth Fellowship  

7:00 PM 

7:30 PM 

SATURDAY Family Confirmation 9:00 AM 

SUNDAY 

 

Sunday School, Adult & ESL Bible Classes 

WORSHIP SERVICE(in English)   

Worship Service (in Mandarin) 

Afternoon Sunday School (in English) 

Chinese Bible Study 

9:30 AM 

11:00 AM 

3:00 PM 

3:00 PM 

4:30 PM 

 
 

 ......................TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH……….…..…… 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven E. Harold 7100 Granville Avenue, Richmond, BC  V6Y 1N8 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Wayne Zhang Phone: 604-278-5766     Website: tlc-lcc.ca 
President: Mr. Reg Zotzman Email:  tlcoffice@telus.net  
Organists:  Mrs. Kristen Rowley & Mrs. Marlene Wallis Pianist: Mrs. Susan Tu 

. SERMON OUTLINE FOR OCTOBER 20, 2013.. 

“The Problem with Prayer” 
Luke 18:1-8 & 11:5-8 

INTRODUCTION:   
“So many things to pray about . . .” 

 I.   MANY  PEOPLE  HAVE  PROBLEMS  WITH  PRAYER   

A. Don’t get to it 

B. Frustrated by “unanswered prayer” 

C. Wonder if it makes any difference 

D. Jesus addresses our prayer issues by means  

of two humorous parables (Luke 11 & 18) 

II. PRAYER  PARABLE  #1:  The Friend at Midnight  (Luke 11:5-8) 

A. Picture the typical Palestinian home . . .  

B. What a midnight disturbance! 

C. Jesus asks:  “Well, what would you have done?” 

D. Jesus draws us into a comparison with our Heavenly Father . . . 

III. PRAYER  PARABLE  #2:  
The Dignified Judge & the Pesky Widow  (Luke 18:1-8) 

A. This woman would not give up! 

B. The judge had reason to be scared of her 

C. Jesus asks:  “Well, what would you have done?” 

D. Again He draws us into a comparison with our Heavenly Father 

(please turn page to continue) 

IV. JESUS  ADDRESSES  BIG  QUESTIONS  ABOUT  PRAYER  

A. We often find it hard to pray because we picture God as a reluctant 

neighbour or unjust judge. 

B. But the good news is that God reaches out to us in Jesus Christ 

C. We mistakenly think our prayers are not answered 

D. But in these parables Jesus tells us our prayers are answered in 
God’s time and either with:  yes, no, or not yet  
(2 Corinthians 12; Romans 5:1-5) 

E. We are mistaken if we reason that since God already knows what 
we need, there’s no need to pray 

F. But in these parables Jesus tells us that God wants to give us more 
than an “answer” . . .  He wants to  give us Himself  
(1 Corinthians 2:2; Exodus 32) 

G. God delights in giving us the gift of Himself  

(Genesis 3:9; Luke 15:20, Luke 19:5) 

H. And, besides all this, God the Holy Spirit & God the Son  
pray for us! (Romans 8:26 & 34) 

I. Prayer: “Like learning to drive a clutch” 

CONCLUSION:   
Enough talk about prayer, let’s pray! 

 

. ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR OCTOBER 20, 2013.. 

WILLS SURVEY  –  Please complete the blue survey in today’s handouts before 
worship or at offering time.  The survey will be collected during offering time. 

TRINITY’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY  –  Special Celebration Worship Service will 
take place Sunday, December 1, 2013 at 3:00pm followed with refreshments.  
President Bugbee of Lutheran Church-Canada will be the guest preacher.  

TRINITY LADIES – Please come to our LWMLC Vancouver Zone Fall Rally, 
October 26 – 9:30-1:00 pm at Trinity; Pastor Keller will be speaking on his 
Mission work, and our special ingathering offering will be directed toward 
Edmonton’s Concordia Seminary students; see the poster on the bulletin board 

EMERGENCY SWEATER DRIVE FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES – Donations of new 
and gently used sweaters urgently required.  As the devastation of the Syrian civil war 
continues, CLWR is attempting to gather 10,000+ sweaters for dispatch in time for winter.  
Sweaters of all sizes are needed, for men, women, and children.  See the labelled box in the 
narthex and have your sweaters there before October 29 at which time they will be delivered 
to Home Hardware for shipment to the CLWR Winnipeg warehouse.  Thank you.  Judy Hoos 

EXTRA OFFICE HELP NEEDED – If you can help out some Thursday mornings 
by answering phone and greeting visitors, please let Ewald Wuschke or Janet 
Zotzman know.  The primary purpose is to lessen interruptions to the Pastor(s). 

FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION – Unfortunately we are unable to move forward with 
our Trunk or Treat event this year as we were not able to find someone to coordinate this 
event.  Hopefully we can resolve this problem and host this event next year.   Janet Zotzman 

FINANCIAL UPDATE REPORT  
 Highlights up to the end of August 2013: 

 Year to Date Contributions (Envelopes and Loose Cash) at the end of August 
were $21,342 less than budgeted.   

 Trinity incurred additional expenses of $2,465 in August (primarily due to 
Sanctuary lighting).  

 Trinity has been struggling to pay our bills and has been unable to meet our 
mission commitment each month.  We have been withholding our mission 
remittances since February, only paying missions when there are funds.   
Only recently was the June payment made.  At the end of August, Trinity 
owed $5,833.34 in Mission commitments and this amount grows by  
$2,916.67 per month.      

 We ask that each one of us prayerfully consider our financial commitment  
to the church. 

 Financial Update – As of August 31: 

  Actual Budget Shortfall 

Offerings received: $133,607 $154,949 ($21,342) 

Income for all sources: $231,539 $246,890 
 

Total Expenditures $238,615 $246,890  

Net Loss: ($7,076)   


