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Religion AS IF PEOPLE MATTERED  (MATTHEW 9:9-13) 

 
INTRODUCTION:  The bad article in the Theological Journal… 

 

I. RELIGION AS IF PEOPLE DO NOT MATTER 

 

A. In the Pharisee’s system, “Sinners did not count (v.11) 

 

B. Jesus replies:  People, not systems are important (vv. 12-13) 

 

C. The Bible teaches:  Sinners count! (Romans 5:6-8) 

 

 

II. IN TRUE CHRISTIAN PRACTICE, ALL PEOPLE 

MATTER 

 
A. This is where our faith must lead us: all people matter 

 

B. But everyday around us there is a clear message: Some 

people do not count 

 

C. The Christian Church is not immune to this attitude 

 

D. A letter from a Pastor’s files… 

 

E. Louise Handsbury’s A Raisin in the Sun…. 

 

 

III. GOD’S LOVE ENABLES US TO MAKE OTHERS 

COUNT! 

 
A. So says 1 John 4:7-11 

 

B. So says Romans 5:6-8 

 

C. So says Jesus in today’s text (Matthew 9:12) 

 

D. With God’s love for us we can make others count 

 

 

CONCLUSION:  He moved the fence! 
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  Isaiah 50:4–10

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

  James 3:1–12
 This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

(rise) 

  Mark 9:14–29
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

"He Knows My Name"  (led by In-Christ) 
 

Religion As If People Mattered (Matthew 9:9-13) 
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 Dorothy Turnbull;  Aaron, Wendy, Avery, Sidney, and 

                 Charlie Rose Tweedy 
 

 
 

 



        Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord           LSB 637 

        Your Table I Approach                                         LSB 628 

        O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to TheeLSB 632
 

 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 


